
 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 



Common Prefix

  Un- – not 

     Unkind (not kind) 

  Re- – again 

     Redo (do again) 

  Dis- – not / opposite of 

     Dislike (not like) 

  Pre- – before 

     Preheat (heat before) 

  Mis- – wrong / badly 

     Misplace (place wrongly) 

  In- – not / into 

     Inactive (not active) 

  Im- – not / into 

     Immature (not mature) 

  Il- – not 

     Illegal (not legal) 

  Ir- – not 

     Irregular (not regular) 

  Non- – not 

     Nonstop (without stopping) 



  Over- – too much 

     Overwork (work too much) 

  Under- – too little / below 

     Underrate (rate too low) 

  Sub- – under / below 

     Subway (underground way) 

  Inter- – between / among 

     Internet (network between 
computers) 

  Trans- – across / beyond 

     Transport (carry across) 

  Super- – above / beyond 

     Superhuman (beyond human) 

  Semi- – half / partly 

     Semicircle (half circle) 

  Anti- – against 

     Antivirus (against virus) 

  Co- / Com- / Con- – with / together 

     Cooperate (work together) 

  Auto- – self 

     Autopilot (self-piloting) 

 



Why Prefixes Are Important in IELTS: 
1. Boosts Vocabulary Understanding 

Prefixes help you guess the meaning of unfamiliar words. 

     Example: If you know "un-" means not, then "unpredictable" = not predictable. 

2. Improves Reading Skills 

In the Reading section, you’ll face many academic words. Knowing prefixes helps you read faster 

and understand better. 

     Example: "substandard" = below standard. 

3. Helps in Writing High-Level Words 

Using prefix-based words makes your writing sound more academic and formal, which is 

important for Task 2 essays. 

     Instead of “not fair,” you can write "unfair". 



4. Better Listening Comprehension 

Prefixes help you catch the meaning quickly while listening, especially when speakers use 

advanced or complex vocabulary. 

5. Enhances Speaking Vocabulary 

Using words with prefixes can make your speech more fluent and natural. 

     Example: “I was misinformed about the time” sounds better than “I got wrong information.” 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 



 



Common Suffixes 
1. -er / -or – a person who does something 

     Teacher (a person who teaches) 

     Actor (a person who acts) 

2. -able / -ible – can be done / capable of 

     Readable (can be read) 

     Visible (can be seen) 

3. -ment – the result of an action 

     Development (the result of developing) 

4. -ness – a state or quality 

     Happiness (the state of being happy) 



5. -ful – full of 

     Beautiful (full of beauty) 

6. -less – without 

     Fearless (without fear) 

7. -ly – in a certain way (usually makes adverbs) 

     Quickly (in a quick way) 

8. -tion / -sion – the act or process 

     Creation (the act of creating) 

     Decision (the act of deciding) 

9. -ist – a person who specializes in something 

     Scientist (a person who studies science) 

 



 



  1. Reading and Listening 

• IELTS texts and audios use a wide range of vocabulary, including 

synonyms and paraphrases. 

• If you don’t know the meaning of certain words, you may miss the 

main idea or get confused by tricky answer options. 

• Example: The question might say "benefits," but the passage says 

"advantages"—you need to know they mean the same. 

 



  2. Writing 

• Examiners check if you use a variety of words correctly. 

• Using simple words like "good," "bad," or "nice" repeatedly can 

hurt your Lexical Resource score. 

• You need topic-specific vocabulary (like environment, education, 

health, etc.) and formal word choices. 

 

 



  3. Speaking 

• You need to speak naturally and show a range of vocabulary to 

score high. 

• Repeating the same basic words can lower your score. Examiners 

look for variety and accuracy. 

• Example: Instead of saying “very big,” saying “enormous” or 

“massive” sounds more fluent. 

 



  4. Better Understanding = More Confidence 

• Knowing more words means you feel more confident while 

listening, reading, writing, or speaking. 

• It helps you understand questions faster and answer more 

accurately. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In Short: 

More vocabulary = Better understanding = Higher IELTS score 

 

 

 



 



 


