
 







 



 



 



Before writing, identify these five things: 

• Topic: What does the bar chart show? 

• Categories: What groups, countries, people or activities are compared? 

• Time: Does the chart show one year or several years? 

• Units: Are the figures in percentages, numbers, money or other units? 

• Main features: Identify the highest, lowest, similarities and major differences. 



 



 



 



Common mistakes to avoid 

• Listing every number: Select only important figures and make comparisons. 

• Missing the overview: Always include the main features. 

• Wrong tense: Use past tense for past years and present tense for charts without a 

past time reference. 

• Giving personal opinions: Do not explain why something happened or add 

unsupported reasons. 

• Ignoring units: Clearly distinguish percentages, numbers and other measurements. 

• Using inaccurate comparisons: Check the figures before comparing them. 



 



 



 



 
 

 



 

 



 



  



  



  



  

 



  



  



  



  



  



 



1. Introduce the bar chart 

Pattern: 

The bar chart compares [categories] in terms of [measurement] in [place] in 

[year/years]. 

 

Example: 

The bar chart compares five Australian cities in terms of the percentages of residents 

who bought coffee or visited a café during the previous four weeks. 

 

 



2. Identify the highest and lowest categories 

Pattern: 

Overall, [A] recorded the highest [figure/percentage], whereas [B] had the lowest. 

 

Example: 

Overall, China recorded the highest electricity production, whereas the Republic of 

Korea had the lowest. 

 

 

 



3. State a general pattern and its exception 

Pattern: 

Overall, [general pattern] in every [category/group] except [exception]. 

 

Example: 

Overall, women were more likely than men to exercise regularly in every age group 

except those aged 15–24. 

 

 

 



Comparing bars 

 

4. Compare two categories directly 

Pattern: 

[A] stood at [X], compared with [Y] for [B]. 

 

Example: 

Electricity production in China stood at 5,398 billion kWh, compared with 4,099 billion 

kWh in the United States. 

 



5. Contrast two figures using “while” 

Pattern: 

The figure for [A] was [X], while that for [B] was [Y]. 

 

Example: 

 

The figure for male participation among 35–44-year-olds was 39.5%, while that for 

women was 52.5%. 

 

 



6. Report two figures using “respectively” 

Pattern: 

The figures for [A] and [B] were [X] and [Y], respectively. 

 

Example: 

 

The percentages of men and women aged 65 and over who exercised regularly were 

46.7% and 47.1%, respectively. 

Here, the order matters: men → 46.7%; women → 47.1%. 

 



7. Describe a large difference 

Pattern: 

The [number/percentage] of [A] was approximately twice that of [B]. 

 

Example: 

 

The number of graduates pursuing further study was approximately twice that of those 

entering part-time employment. 

 

 



8. Group similar figures 

Pattern: 

[A] and [B] recorded similar figures, at approximately [X] and [Y], respectively. 

 

Example: 

 

Brisbane and Adelaide recorded similar percentages of fresh coffee buyers, at 

approximately 34% and 35%, respectively. 

 

 



Bar charts showing different years 

9. Describe a change between two dates 

Pattern: 

The [number/percentage] of [category] increased/decreased from [X] in [year] to [Y] in 

[year]. 

 

Example: 

 

The percentage of households owning their homes increased from approximately 22% 

in 1918 to 50% in 1971. 



10. Compare opposite changes 

Pattern: 

While [A] increased from [X] to [Y], [B] decreased from [Z] to [W] over the same period. 

 

Example: 

 

While the share of income spent on housing increased from 10% to approximately 19%, 

the proportion allocated to food decreased from 35% to around 17%. 

 

 


